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Table 1 Abstracts formats, types and errors
Number of Percentage of Total number
abstracts abstracts, % of errors
1. Format structured 10 21
non-structured 38 79
2. Type informative 48 100
indicative 0 0
Content errors
3. Abstract too long 3 6 3
4. Incorrect information 26 54 44
5. Unclear information 42 88 138
6. Missing information 8 17 9
7. Unnecessary detail 2 4 5
8. Misplaced information 1 2 1
9. Missing conclusion 1 2 1
10. Over/under-generalization/hedging 3 6 3
Spelling and punctuation errors
11. Spelling mistake 8 17 21
12. Capitalization mistake 8 17 24
13. Spacing mistake 15 31 40
14. Punctuation mistake 20 42 58
Concord and word-form errors
15. Singular-plural mistake 37 77 116
16. Incorrect subject-verb agreement 16 33 22
17. Tense error 21 44 44
18. Incorrect word form 6 13 14
Other word-level errors
19. Incorrect part of speech 23 48 37
20. Article mistake 35 73 136
21. Preposition mistake 41 85 116
Vocabulary, phase/clause-level errors
22. Missing word 3 6 4
23. Incorrect word used 43 90 169
24. Incorrect word order 9 19 15
25. Active-passive voice error 9 19 10
26. Missing subject 1 2 1
27. Conjunction mistake 10 21 11
Sentence-level errors
28. Incorrect ordering of information in sentence 2 4 2
29. Sentence structure mistake 28 58 63
30. Other grammar mistake 3 6 3
Register and other errors
31. Register error 12 25 17
32. Unnecessary repetition 5 10 7
33. Inappropriate emphasis 1 2 1
34. Incorrect words used in statistics 5 10 5
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Abstract

The promotion of internationally-focused Thai academic research and the consequent
need to publish abstracts in English presents Thai academics with a number of language-
related obstacles. The aims of this study were to investigate the format and type of English
abstracts in Thai dental journals and the type and frequency of language and content errors
which they contain. Forty-eight original research article abstracts were categorized according
to format (structured or non-structured) and type (indicative or informative). Language errors,
such as incorrect word choice and preposition mistakes, and information deficiencies, such as
discrepancies between the main article and its abstract, were also identified by a native
English-speaking linguistics professional. All abstracts were found to be the informative type
but most were in non-structured format. Language errors were found in all 48 articles and
content errors in 46 of them. The most frequent and widespread language problem was
incorrect word use, while the most common content errors concerned unclear or incorrect
information. Many errors were also found with article and preposition use. Itis recommended
that authors expand their knowledge of commonly-used academic English vocabulary,
and check their writing carefully for factual and linguistic mistakes. The more complicated
areas of article and preposition use perhaps require the attention of a native-English speaker.

Key words: English abstract; indicative or descriptive abstract; informative abstract; non-
structured abstract; structured abstract






