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Abstract

Pharyngitis and dental infections are among the commonest indications for out-patient
penicillin V potassium (Pen-VK) uses worldwide. Overuse of alternative antibiotics in Thailand,
such as aminopenicillins, macrolides and cephalosporins has contributed to the spread of
antimicrobial resistance, and would result in significant economic loss to the nation at large.
A critical step in reducing the problem will be likely by giving careful diagnosis and using the
drug of first choice by physicians and other paramedical personnels who take patient factors
into consideration, which would enhance compliance of those patients. Important facts about
group A betahemolytic streptococcal pharyngitis treatment as well as dental infections that
needed judicious uses of the drug, the evidence supporting such uses and some discussions of
the less frequent dosing of the drug and a number of other antibiotics needed before and after
dental treatment of the conditions together with its use in acute rheumatic fever prevention are
presented.

Key words: dental infections; Pen-VK; pharyngitis






