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Table 1 Comparison of caries experience(dmft and DMFT) between children in Sukorn Island and data from the 5"

Thailand National Oral Health Survey

Age Caries prevalence dmft and DMFT(meanzsd) p-value
(years) (%) (teeth/person) t-test
Thailand Sukorn Thailand Sukorn Thailand Sukorn
3 2-4 65.7 93.7 3.61 8.78+5.03 <0.001
5-6 5-9 87.4 100.0 5.97" 8.0043.71 0.003
12 10-14 57.3 85.9 1.64 3.11£2.07 <0.001

*only primary dentition

**include primary and permanent dentition

s19°199 2 NnseAteesAnedssaUn1saliluy neu ga
Table 2 Distribution of mean dmft and DMFT

Age n Decay Missing Filling dmft and DMFT
(years) (Teeth/person) (Teeth/person) (Teeth/person)

2-42 32 8.78+5.03 0 0 8.78+5.03

5-92 35 6.29+3.52 0.86+1.48 0.0610.24 7.2013.46

5-9° 35 7.0313.63 0.91+1.52 0.061+0.24 8.00%3.71
10-14¢ 64 2.221+2.69 0.11£0.36 0.03%0.25 2.361+1.69
10-14° 64 3.00£2.09 0.11£0.36 0.03%0.25 3.11£2.07

2only primary dentition
%include primary and permanent dentition

conly permanent dentition
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Table 3 Oral health care knowledge of children by age group
Age group
5-9 years 10-14 years

Topic n=35 n=64

(%) (%)

Cause of dental caries 42.8 62.5
Symptoms of periodontal disease 14.3 56.2
Caries prevention measures 0 17.2
Appropriate food selection 8.6 9.4

s19199 4 ViAupdsensguagunmTesnyesgguaineiy 2-4 1
Table 4

Attitudes toward oral health care among 2-4-year-old-child caretakers

Percentage (%)

agree disagree no idea
1. Tooth decay is genetic inheritance within a certain family. 56.3 37.5 6.3
2. Poor oral health has no effect on general health. 40.6 53.1 6.3
3. No matter any effort you have put into prevention of tooth decay, 84.4 15.6 0
your child will eventually have tooth decay.
4. Bottle feeding of milk during sleep has no effect on child’s health. 25.0 65.6 9.4
5. Tooth decay in deciduous dentition is normal. 71.9 28.1 0
6. No treatment is indicated for deciduous teeth decay because the 40.6 56.3 3.1
permanent teeth will soon erupt.
7. Confectionary intake is considered normal habit in children. 46.9 50.0 3.1
8. It's worth enough to permit confectionary intake in children for 6.3 93.8 0

their good behaviors.
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Age group
Oral health care 5-9 years 10-14 years
n=35 n=64
(%) (%)
Brushing frequency
1-2 times a week 2.9 4.7
3-5 times a week 0 3.1
1-2 times everyday 54.3 81.3
>2 times everyday 42.9 10.3
Using fluoride toothpaste
yes 94.3 98.4
no 5.7 1.6
Dental visiting
when have trouble 3741 31.3
dental check up 0 26.6
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Dental Caries Status and Behaviors of
Sukorn Island Children, Thailand

Abstract

This study aimed to assess the dental caries status and behaviors of children in an
isolated island with limited transportation to main land in Palian district, Trang Province in the
southern part of Thailand. A total number of 131 children, stratified into 3 age groups: 2-4,
5-9 and 10-14 years, were randomly selected. All subjects were examined by trained dentists
using WHO criteria. Data on oral health behaviors including knowledge, attitude and practice
were collected by an interviewed questionnaire. The interview of 2-to 4-year-old group was
done among their care The results showed that children in Sukorn island had high caries
prevalence as 93.7, 100 and 85.9% respectively. In addition, the mean caries
experienced (decayed, missing and filled teeth) of Sukorn island children were 8.7815.03,
8.00£3.71 and 3.11+2.07 teeth per person, respectively which were significantly (p <.003)
higher than the data from Thailand National Oral Health Survey (2000-2001). More than 70%
of child caretakers of 2-4 years old children believed that caries in primary dentition was
normal and 84.4% thought that even any effort they had put into prevention of tooth decayed,
their child would eventually had tooth decay. Only 17.2% of 10-14 years old group knew
correctly how to prevent dental caries, while no one in 5-9 years old group knew about this
issue. For appropriate food selection, only 8.6% of 5-9 years old group and 9.4% of 10-14
years old group could answer correctly. Oral health problem of children in Sukorn island is
important and should be concermed. The children had high prevalence and severity of dental
caries, that might be due to lack of oral health care knowledge, negative attitudes towards oral
health care of child caretaker, and having few access to oral health services.
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