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Fig. 1 Cropped panoramic radiographs showed typical appearance of
zygomatic air cell defect: (a) Unilocular type, (b) Multilocular type
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Fig. 2 The zygomatic air cell defect of a 7-year-old male
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Defect in Thai Population

Abstract

The study’s objective was to evaluate prevalence and characteristics of zygomatic
air cell defect in Thai population on panoramic radiograph. The panoramic radiographs of
838 cases were examined for gender and age distribution, location and type of zygomatic
air cell defect classified as unilocular and multilocular type. All data were analyzed by
descriptive statistics. The results showed that zygomatic air cell defect was found on
panoramic radiographs 2.3% (19 cases) with a mean age of 29.5+14.5 years. Eight cases
occurred in male, while 11 cases occurred in female. In seven cases, the zygomatic air cell
defect was bilateral which composed of unilocular 2 cases and multilocular 5 cases. Twelve
cases were unilateral which composed of unilocular 5 cases and multilocular 7 cases. All
zygomatic air cell defect on this finding were not beyond the zygomaticotemporal suture.
In conclusion, the prevalence of zygomatic air cell defect in Thai population is similar to
those of previous studies. The unilateral and multilocular types were found mostly.

Key words: panoramic radiograph; temporomandibular joint; zygomatic air cell defect




