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compared to the first molar
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Fig. 6 Steps in wire bending of a snake head hook
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Abstract

Impaction of permanent mandibular second molar is a rare condition. The proper
time for treatment is when the patient is 11-14 years old when the second molar root formation
is still incomplete. The purpose of this case report was to describe and document the
correction of an impacted permanent mandibular right second molar. A snake head hook
was bonded onto the occlusal surface of permanent right second molar and a removable
orthodontic plate with a specially designed spring and a distal screw was placed on the
lower arch. The patient was assigned to adjust the screw 1/4 turn every 3-5 days to produce
the distal tipping force. The uprighting of the mandibular second molar was achieved within
eight months. The long treatment time was due to early eruption of the maxillary right
second molar that inhibited the mandibular second molar to upright.

Key words: mandibular second molar impaction; molar uprighting; removable orthodontic
appliance; snake head hook






