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Fig. 1 Radiographs of toothbrush in stomach. A Frontal view shows

linear metallic density (arrow) B Lateral view shows a
characteristic toothbrush image with parallel rows of thin short
metallic densities (arrow)
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Fig. 3 Swallowed 18.5 cm. toothbrush
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A Case Report

Abstract

A 22-year-old Thai female was admitted to Uthaithani Hospital with a history of
accidentally swallowing a toothbrush 1 month ago. The patient fell down while brushing her
teeth. The toothbrush was pushed and passed to the stomach. She had the symptoms of
abdominal pain while changing her position, abdominal discomfort after meals and
intermittent vomiting. The plain abdominal radiograph showed a characteristic image of
toothbrush in the area of stomach. The operation was done by using the method of
gastrotomy to remove the toothbrush. The patient had no complication upon post - operative
and follow - up periods. This report suggested that the occurrence of this unusual event
might be prevented by paying more attention when perform tooth brushing. The toothbrush
designed for safety should be concerned. In addition, the selection for patient management
such as surgical or endoscopic removal is important to make a suitable treatment for these
patients.

Key words: accidental ingestion; stomach; toothbrush






