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ltems / aspects n %
Graduated institutes (continent) - Asia 7 41.20
- Europe 4 23.52
- America 3 17.64
- Australia 3 17.64
Experiences in orthodontic treatment - 10-15 years 10 58.82
- Over 15 years 7 41.18
Type of workplace - Universities 12 70.60
- Government hospital 2 11.76

- Private practice 3 17.64
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FNFNA 2 ANAMWILIENEITEITYANUIL BUNINTELUINKAZBLT BunEaiunNIsinsinsmsiuanssudailuszazgaiusg 7 (N=17)
Table 2 The opinions of experts on orthodontic treatments suggested in each dentition from the 1° and 2 round of the questionnaire (N=17)

1" round 2" round
Dentition ~ Agree Uncertain Disagree Agree Uncertain Disagree
Conclusion Conclusion
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Primary 5 4 8 \ 3 1 13
dentiti Disagree
enttion(29.41) (23.53)  (47.06) (17.65) (5.88)  (76.47)
Early mixed
. h ! 2 Agree 1 2 0 Agree
dentiion (64.71) (2363)  (11.76) (88.24) (11.76)  (0)
Late mixed &
permanent 7 0 0 Agree 7 0 0 Agree
(100) ©) ©) (100) ©) ©)

dentition

Note:* not reach conclusion.
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Table 7 Comparison of orthodontic treatment decision in early mixed dentition among experts graduated from different continents from the 1% and

2 round of the questionnaire

1 round N (%) 2" round N (%)
Continent Should be  Could not Postpone  Should  Could not Postpone
treated decide  treatment be decide  treatment
treated
Asia 5(29.44) 2(11.76) 0(0) 7(41.17) 0(0) 0(0)
Europe 4(23.52) 0(0) 0(0) 4(23.52) 0(0) 0(0)
North America 0(0) 2(11.76) 1(5.88) 1(5.88) 2(11.79) 0(0)
Australia 2(11.76) 0(0) 1(5.88)  3(17.64) 0(0) 0(0)
Total 11(64.72) 4(23.52) 2(11.76) 15(88.21) 2(11.79) 0(0)
p value
(Fisher's Exact 0.045* 0.044*
Test)

* significantat 0L = 0.05
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Table 8 Comparison of decision on treatment of tongue thrusting in primary dentition between experts with experiences in orthodontic treatment 10
— 15 years and more than 15 years from the 1¥ and 2™ round of the questionnaire

Experiences in 1% round N (%) 2 round N (%)
orthodontic Should  Could not Postpone Should Could not Postpone
treatment be decide  treatment be decide  treatment
treated treated
10 — 15 years 3(17.64) 3(17.64)  4(23.52) 0(0) 2(11.76) 8(47.08)

More than 15 years 1(5.88) 1(5.88) 5(29.41) 3(17.64) 2(11.76)  2(11.76)

Total 4(23.52)  4(23.52)  9(52.93) 3(17.64) 4(23.52) 10(58.84)

p value
0.534 0.048*

(Fisher's Exact Test)

* significant at 0L = 0.05
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Abstract

The aim of this study was to develop an orthodontic screening guideline for different
dentition stages using Delphi technique. A questionnaire regarding the appropriateness of
orthodontic treatment for different problems in various dentition stages were sent to 23
orthodontic experts throughout Thailand for several rounds. The level of agreements from
the previous round were analyzed and presented in the subsequent round. The procedure
was repeated until the agreement of each item reached 55% or more. According to the
experts, the conditions that should be treated in primary dentition were early loss of posterior
primary tooth/teeth, complete overbite causing palatal trauma, functional shift from occlusal
interference and non-nutritive sucking. Early mixed dentition was an appropriate stage to
treat all types of malocclusion except for anterior crowding and median diastema which
should be postponed to a later stage. Lastly, except for gummy smile, all problems should
be treated in late mixed and permanent dentition. Patient’s perceived need and cooperation
were important additional treatment timing considerations. In conclusion, Thai orthodontic
experts agreed that treatment should not be performed in primary dentition except for
conditions that may cause injuries or increase the severity of the malocclusion. In early
mixed dentition, treatment of conditions that may not increase the severity of the malocclusion
could be postponed to the late mixed dentition stage. Further studies should be focused on
the application of the guideline.

Key words: Delphi technique; mixed dentition; Orthodontics; permanent dentition; primary
dentition; screening guideline




