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Abstract

The aim of this study was to explore factors related to orthodontist’s decision making in providing orthodontic
treatment for cleft Lip and palate patients in Thai public hospitals. The cross-sectional descriptive survey was
conducted by online self-assessment. Chi-square and Kruskal-Wallis tests were used to compare between 3 groups
which consisted of orthodontists who decided to treat cleft patients in all age groups (n = 60), treated patients in

some age groups (n=24) and refused to treat cleft patients (n = 14). Factors which were statistical different between
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3 groups consisted of background knowledge received from orthodontic training program (p = 0.033), hospital size

(p < 0.01), number of dentists in their hospital (p < 0.01), present of cleft team (p < 0.01), had 2 or more orthodontists

in their hospital (p < 0.01), well-coordinated cleft team (p < 0.01), and availability of hospital equipment (p < 0.01).

In the group of orthodontists who decided to treat cleft patients, 85.0% of them worked in hospitals with a capacity

of 200 beds or larger with an average of 18.17 dentists. In the group of orthodontists who did not treat cleft patients,

14.3% worked in hospitals with a capacity of 200 beds or larger with an average of 6.36 dentists. There was no statistical

difference found in gender, age, experience, workload, and attitude. In conclusion, background knowledge received

from their training program and several environmental factors consist of hospitals size, number of dentists, and

present of well-coordinated staff in multidisciplinary team related to orthodontist’s decision making in providing

treatment for cleft Lip and palate patients.
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Figure 1 Distribution of orthodontists by their treatment decision making for cleft lip and palate patients (dependent variable).
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Table 1 Analysis of nominal scale variables

Fuusiien (@rwauay, nsndan) nguil 1 nguii 2 nguil 3 AtledAgneana
Ll

418 = 40 (40.8%) 9 (64.3%) 10 (41.6%) 21 (35.0%)

W = 58 (59.2%) 5(35.7%)  14(584%) 39 (65.0%) 0133
Junvadlsawenuia

sw.auduazly = 61 (62.2%) 2 (14.3%) 8 (33.3%) 51 (85.0%)

INYUYU = 37 (37.8%) 12 (85.7%) 16 (67.7%) 9 (15.0%) <001
uuiuannnddaniululsawetuna

1 AW = 53 (54.1%) 13 (92.9%) 18 (75.0%) 22 (36.7%) <0.01%

11N 1 AU = 45 (45.9%) 1 (7.1%) 6 (25.0%) 38 (63.3%)
yaansadnInitsaalinisinu

=56 (57.1%) 2 (14.3%) 7 (29.2%) 47 (78.3%) <0.01*

YIAaY = 42 (42.9%) 12 (85.7%) 17 (70.8%) 13 (21.7%)
amszaululsaneuia

Tupundiieamenan1seau = 65 (66.3%) 7 (50.0%) 17 (70.8%) 41 (68.3%) 0.368

Tviununndlaiieans = 33 (33.7%) 7 (50.0%) 7(29.2%) 19 (31.7%)

*seaUaIAY YNGR < 0.05, afvaaeulnanaIs
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Table 2 Analysis of ratio scale variables

fudsitAne (Aede+dudsavunnsgiy) ngudi 1 ngudl 2 ngudi 3 Aty Aneana
918 (38.98 + 6.00 ) 39.64 + 539  36.71 +4.23 39.73 + 6.56 0.180
Uszaunisalmaiunnssudaitu (6.67 + 5.59 U) 625+538  475+366  7.53+6.12 0.198
Funuviusuwnglulsmeuia (14.17 + 8.26 AY) 636 +352  875+576  18.17 + 7.34 <0.01*
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Table 3 Analysis of knowledge and experience received from orthodontic training program
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SR 0-10 ASL) nauii 1 nguii 2 neuil 3 AdedAgynieana

mmﬁ (7.38 + 2.00) 6.64 (+0.40) 7.00 (+0.40) 7.70 (+0.27) 0.033*
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Table 4 Analysis of orthodontist’s attitude and environment factors
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Table 5 Distribution of sample by their hospital size (classified by Ministry of Public Health)
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