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The Use of Palatal Prostheses to Restore the Remaining Palatal Defects in
Eight Patients with Cleft Lip-Cleft Palate
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Abstract

This report presents the use of palatal prostheses to restore the remaining palatal defects in eight patients
with cleft lip-cleft palate. Two adult patients had small palatal defects, but they rejected surgical correction. Two
pediatric patients had small palatal defects, but it was not a proper time for surgical repair. Four pediatric patients
had palatal defects that could not be corrected surgically with an adjacent tissue. Their palatal defects were
reconstructed with acrylic-based palatal prostheses, which were designed based on the principles of removable
dentures, with additional considerations such as the tissue characteristics around the defects, forces acting on the
prostheses, the condition of teeth, and caries risks. Other than this, there were chair-side relining and border molding
procedures to improve adaptability and seal of the palatal prostheses. Using palatal prostheses improves patients’

overall quality of life.
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Figure 3 The third patient A) Intra oral condition B) The palatal obturator
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Figure 4 The fourth patient A) Intra oral condiition B) The impression and the design on the cast C) The palatal obturator
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Figure 7 The seventh patient A) Intra oral condition B) The impression and the working cast
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